Tendon transfers in radial nerve palsy.
Radial nerve palsy results in a lack of extrinsic extensors of the wrist, fingers and thumb. The degree of dysfunction depends on the level of trauma to the radial nerve. If the wrist is not stable there is a loss of prehensile grip. Patients have great difficulty picking up large or heavy objects. In high radial nerve palsy the loss of triceps function can cause additional problems. Based on our knowledge of anatomy and biomechanics, radial nerve function can be restored sufficiently. The indications, preoperative planning, technique of transposition and postoperative managment are explained.